A New Beginning?

The state convention is
history and there have
been some significant
changes to your state
board. Elsewhere in
this issue Bill Foley
has written a summary
of the business of the
convention for those of
you who were not able
to be there in person. It
was a memorable con-
vention. [ want to
thank the members of
Lincoln-Langlade &
the Tri County rural
letter carriers for host-
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ing this year. They did a fan-
tastic job. Way to go Barb and
Sis!

Because of the changes in the
state board many of you will
be seeing new faces at your
county meetings. Be sure to
let your assigned officer know
about your meeting as far in
advance as possible.

I want to especially thank
Louise Gonia and Jim Polk
for their years of dedicated
service to this union. I will
miss them both and hope that
they will remain active and
involved members for many
years to come.

We have two new members
on the state board, Linda Van-
den Plas and Nancy Hainstock
who were both elected to
committeeman positions at the
Rhinelander convention. You
can read about them in this
issue.

The state board has named
Barb Weber as our state histo-
rian. Barb’s county will be
hosting next years state con-
vention in Platteville. 2004
will be the 100th anniversary
of our founding on July 4,
1904 in Madison. We hope to

make the 2004 state
convention extra spe-
cial. If you have items
or photos of historic
interest please send
them to Barb. She will
appreciate it.

President Bush’s Postal
Service Commission is
scheduled to issue their
report to the president
on July 31. This will be
a very important docu-
ment and depending on
what they recommend
rural carriers should
plan on making their
feelings known to their
congressman and sena-
tors. The potential ex-
ists for a radical trans-
formation of the Postal
Service. Stay tuned!

Delegates to the state
convention also heard a
presentation by
NRLCA Secretary/
Treasurer Clifford Dail-
ing concerning alterna-
tives to our present
evaluated compensation
system. This is an issue
that will be with us for
some time unless we
negotiate a substantial
improvement in the

present time standards.
Let your national dele-
gates know where you
stand on this pivotal
issue.

The continuing mem-
bership drive has been
successful. All non-
members were con-
tacted by both the state
and national union.
The results are on page
10.We still need your
help! We can possibly
send an extra delegate
to the national conven-
tion if we get a few
more non-members to
join. Please talk to the
non-members in your
office and encourage
them to join.

See you at a union
meeting.

Bill Jarzombeck
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é As this issue was go-

ing to press the Postal

Service has begun to

make the first alloca-

tions of additional

@ LLVs on rural routes.

[ | The list of routes re-

5 ceiving these addi-
tional vehicles has

@ been posted on the
WI RLCA web page.
www.wirlca.org
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2003 WI RLCA Auxiliary Scholarship Awards

NEWS & VIEWS

The Northland DISC QWL/EI has two new members.
They are Tim Padden, Senior MPOO, who is the manage-

Student County ment co-chair and Leslie Hughes MPOO 556, 557, 566 in
MN.
h #
Heather Buecher Dodge The Northland DISC traveled to Park City Utah the last
Matt Burgess Kenosha ) . . .
. week in May. The Western Area Joint Steering Commit-
Peter Fisher Taylor

Andrew Furman #
Derrick Furman #

Rock-Walworth
Rock-Walworth

tee held a training forum for the DJSCs in the Western
area. It was very informative. We are considering bring-
ing back area teams. The Northland district stopped hav-

Angela Graper Waupaca ing area meetings several years ago and concentrated on
Erin Haenel Price-Taylor natural or office teams. The DISC will be checking on the
Marsha Handrick Rock-Walworth need for area teams.
Philip Jarzombeck Dane
Colin Klink Waukesha There will be a meeting for all Northland facilitators at
Melissa Konik Cal-Man-She Waite Park, MN on July 24-25. We are having the area
: trainers come to do a session.
f:;o;oll;ﬁziitke IYrirc]f)lleltig;gla de The W¥ facilitators in the Northland district are:
Lydia Rendall Portage 540—_1};m(;a; ohhnsorcli 771‘ 15 5_269 g 5-326 41 ; 7
! . aul Ashwoo -665-
Aimee Rittenhouse Rock-Walworth 546--Kathleen Ekern 608-989-2012
Ryan Servais Brown Debra Wilkening 608-448-4131
Brandon Smith Buffalo-Trempealeau 547--Georgann Hageness 715-926-4988
Jodi Welhoefer Jefferson Donna Woodcock 715-532-5132
548--Bill DeNucci 715-234-3555
#$450  *$550 Remainder $250 Rose Brunclik 715-234-7831

If you have any problems or concemns with QWL/EI feel
free to contact any of these people.
As always, if I can be of help to any of you, please call

Marcus Ebenhoe has been entered in the National
drawing for the $2000 Gene Del Polito Scholarship

me at 715-646-2121(W) or 715-646-2186(H).

Sue Heiderscheidt, craft co-chair, Northland District
DJSC QWL/EI

)8

THANK YOU

I appreciate having this opportunity to say thank you
so much for the honor of “Carrier of the Year” that
was presented to me at the State Convention in Rhine-
lander. I know that there are many Wisconsin carriers
who are deserving of this award.

I would like to say a special thanks to Lois Graper,
our Waupaca County Secretary/Treasurer for the
work she did in preparing the nomination.

This is definitely the highlight of my Postal Service
career, and I will never forget it. Again, thanks so
much.

Sincerely, Roger Dobbe
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2003 WISCONSIN 2003
BREAKFAST

DATE: TUESDAY, AUGUST 5, 2003

TIME: 7:00 A.M.
PLACE: HYATT REGENCY
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

A Wisconsin tradition continues this
year. We will host a breakfast on Tuesday,
August 5, 2003. We can join together to
kick off the convention at the Hyatt
Regency. Our National Officers, as well as
candidates for National Office are invited to
be with us. The breakfast is $10 for
WIRLCA and auxiliary members. The cost
is subsidized from the Convention 2000
fund. Others that would like to join us, may
do so by paying the actual cost of $25.00.
You may reserve by email to
Ischmidt@athenet.net.  Place  ‘Breakfast
‘eservation’ in subject line. RESERVE
| and SEND PAYMENT by July 20, 2003,
so we have an accurate count.

PLEASE RESERVE

NAME

ADDRESS

NUMBER ATTENDING

PHONE NUMBER ( ) -

MONEY ENCLOSED $

Send reservation and payment to

Martha (Marty) Schmidt
7088 Old 57
Greenleaf, WI 54126

2080 HOURS

IT’s that time of year again when management is
wondering what will happen with so many J and H
routes. We are putting in more work hours in the
guarantee year.

There are several things that management might do.

1. They might have us start later. This could put
us in jeopardy of missing dispatch and can be
challenged. If our starting time is later, we DO
NOT have to work harder and faster to finish at
the same time.

2. If we selected the high option, we agreed to use
annual leave to stay under 2080. Management
may require 3971’s (request for leave) to be
submitted to cover this. If you know you are
going to need certain days off before
November, submit them. Having them
approved now is important if there is a
shortage of RCA’s in your office.

3. If management can clearly demonstrate a
2080 problem, we may be placed into a low
option to avoid it.

4. As a last resort, management may say. your
route needs to be adjusted.

If your postmaster suggests the last two solutions,
contact your steward to discuss the problem!

THE YEAR 1903: Orville and Wilbur Wright made
their first flight. Harley-Davidson and Ford Motor
Company began building motorized vehicles. And the
National Rural Letter Carriers convened in Chicago.
This year we have our NRLCA celebrating 100 year of
service to the rural craft at our National Convention in

Chicago. This is a great opportunity for Wisconsin
members to join the festivities. It is just a few miles
south.

SCHOOL IS OUT! We must take extra care to watch
for children. Use every precaution to make sure they are
not near your vehicle when pulling away from a
mailbox. We cannot be too careful!

THANKS to Lincoln-Langlade and Tri-County for
hosting this year’s WIRLCA state convention. You did
the great job we knew you would.

THANKS to everyone for allowing me to serve you as a
committeeman the past three years. I will continue to
enjoy serving you as vice-president. 1 will be honest,
responsible and professional. I encourage you to contact
me with your thoughts and concerns. Your input and
continued support is vital to the success of WIRLCA.
‘Marty’ Schmidt



Pre-Convention Board Meeting — Saturday June
7,2003 Rhinelander Holiday Express

Meeting called to order by President Jarzombeck at
10:00 a.m. All board members and state steward
present.

Motion to accept the minutes from the Spring Con-
ference board meeting was made and passed.

Karen presented last year’s budget and financial
statements. It was suggested to establish another
savings account designated for the annual and sick
leave of the state steward. A constitution and Bylaw
change was presented to address the simplification of
paying the county and auxiliary dues and also to ad-
dress the shortfall in the proposed budget for next
year. Board approved change and sent it to the com-
mittee for delegate consideration. A board proposal
for next year’s budget was sent {0 committee also.

Meeting broke for lunch and reconvened again at
1:30 p.m.

Bill J reported that 3 counties did not have either a
spring or fall meeting this past year. It was decided
that Bill will draft a letter to the counties putting
them on notice. Karen will send the letter to each
president and secretary of each county.

Duties of the Audit, Election, Tellers, Credentials,
and Convention City committees were discussed.
Program for the convention and hand out of standing
rules were reviewed. Bill F presented additions to
the Audit committee charter. A motion was made by
Bill F and seconded by Marty to add these changes
to the charter. Discussion. Board approved.

Marty reported that this years Wisconsin Breakfast at
the National Convention in Chicago is going to cost
around $25 - $27. Tom made a motion that we
charge members $10 and that the State pay the bal-
ance. Motion passed and Jim P will send a letter to
candidates for National office, informing them of the
Breakfast. Karen reported that National deadline for
delegates to check in with the credentials committee
is 3 p.m. on Tuesday and then upgrades if necessary
are to be made by 5 p.m. on Tuesday.

Next year is Wisconsin’s 100™ year. Barb Weber
has been asked to be our State Historian. Her
county is hosting the State Convention in Platte-
ville. Tom suggested that we use the Wisconsin
100" year banner logo on our stationery this year.
Chris suggested that we look into buying shirts
with the logo for an appreciation gift for the local
stewards and county secretaries. The National
Convention host for this year is looking for a
unique item from Wisconsin to be put into a time
capsule. Karen will talk to Barb Weber for sugges-
tions.

Louise has a model corvette to give away in a
GMAC promotion. Ten $25 cash awards will also
be given away during the promotion. Marty made
a motion seconded by Jim that we authorize our
PAC Chairman to purchase up to $500 worth of
Centennial items at the National Convention to be
used as raffle items at county meetings promoting
PAC. Motion carrier. Board Policies will be ta-
bled till our post convention meeting.

In a motion by Bill F, seconded by Tom and car-
ried, the meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m.

Post-Convention Board Meeting — Tuesday June 10,
2003 Rhinelander Holiday Express

Meeting called to order by President Jarzombeck at
4:15 p.m... Welcome to newly elected Vice Presi-
dent Marty Schmidt and Committeeman Linda Van-
den Plas and Nancy Hainstock.

Bill J presented the board with three applications for
the State Steward Position. Bill Foley, being one of
the applicants, excused himself from the meeting at
this point. The remaining board members decided to
interview each applicant with the same set of ques-
tions. After two hours of interviewing and another
hour of lengthy discussion, the board voted by secret
ballot to hire Chris Bouche as the State Steward.

Chris appointed Karen and Bill F as Senior Assistant
Stewards and will also make Linda and Nancy

Continued on page 19
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Spring Board Meeting, April 25, 2003 Voyageur
Conf. Center, Reedsburg WI

Meeting called to order at 10:20 am by President
Jarzombeck. All Board members and State
Steward Bouche were present except for Com-
mitteeman Marty Schmidt.

A membership drive was discussed. Bill J pro-
vided a letter for Academy Trainers to give to
new RCAs. Bill F made a motion, seconded by
Jim P to send a letter to all non-members and in-
vite them to join. As an incentive, RCAs that
join and are still members next July will receive a
$50 rebate. Regular carriers that join would re-
ceive a $100 rebate next July. Motion carried.
Board agreed to help Karen prepare this 1000
non-member mailing during this weekend.

GMAC representative Louise reported that our
State has received $500 from GMAC to help pro-
mote the vehicle insurance and to act as an incen-
tive for carriers to obtain a quote from them.
Tom B made a motion, seconded by Bill F to off
$5 to each member that fills out a quote request
during our Spring Conf. Members that already
have the insurance could show their insurance
card and also receive the $5. Motion carried.

A request was made by an outside party to set up
a booth to raise funds at our State Convention.
After a lengthy discussion Bill F made a motion,
seconded by Louise that the following policy be
adopted: Non-profit organizations and Charities
will not be allowed to promote or solicit dona-
tions at state union sponsored activities unless
promoted by WIRLCA or it’s Auxiliary. Prior
approval by State President is required for com-
mercial vendors and their products should be re-
lated to the rural craft. Motion carried.

The RCA Booklet that was given to new RCAs is
outdated. Chris will check with the DJSC to see
if they would incorporate it with another handout
that is given to new RCAs.

Mid-States Conference will be May 3 & 4 in
Rochester MN. Tom B and Jim P plan to attend.
Tom made a motion to pay actual combine ex-

penses not to exceed $1100. Jim P seconded and mo-
tion passed. Our Fall Conference will be in Stevens
Point on October 18" and 19®. Wilber Wood from
APCU will be invited. Karen made a motion that
when the Chairman of the Executive Committee sets
up the Spring or Fall meeting arrangements with the
hotel that they also make room arrangements for the
Board members. Tom seconded the motion. Motion
passed as Board Policy.

Karen requested that a mailing house be used for the
stuffing and mailing of delegate ballots. Request ap-
proved and ballots will be in the mail the week of May
12",

State Convention committee assignments, program
changes, equipment, guest speakers and other issues
were discussed. Karen will get additional green/red
voting cards. Registration will start on Sunday morn-
ing at 8 AM. Constitution & By Laws and the Resolu-
tions Committees will meet at noon on Saturday. The
Board will hold their meeting starting at 10 on Satur-
day morning. Karen made a motion, seconded by Bill
F that the pay for the convention recorder be raised
from $500 to $600. Passed. Board sponsored Resolu-
tions or Constitution & By Law changes should be
drafted and brought to the State Convention Saturday
morning meeting.

Karen presented an overview of our up-to-date budget.
Equipment needs were discussed. Karen made a mo-
tion that we purchase 3 laptop computers and an LCD
projector. Total cost not to exceed $8500. Tom made
the second. Motion passed.

At 5:30 pm Bill F made a motion to adjourn till 8:30
am Saturday. Tom second. Meeting adjourned.

9 AM Saturday, April 26, 2003 meeting called to or-
der by President Bill J.

Officers reports were given. Audit committee met
with the board at 10:30 and gave their report to date.

The Auxiliary joined us at 11:00. The Auxiliary
shared with the Board information regarding the auxil-
iary’s constitution and By Laws, their expense report-
ing and other financial obligations. Thank you to the
Auxiliary for their support to the Association.
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Continued from page 5

Chris gave his Stewards’ Report. The Area Stew-
ard Training will be November 7 — 10", 2003 in
Grand Rapids MI.

At 12:30 PM Louise made the motion to adjourn.
Seconded by Tom. Passed.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen E Schauer, Secretary/Treasurer

My name is Nancy, I have lived in Colfax all my life.
I am in the Northland District, I have been a rural car-
rier for 21 years at the Colfax Post Office. Our Office
has four J routes. [ am the local steward in our office
for the last year and a half, Secretary/ Treasurer for
Dunn County RLC. I love my job as a carrier and 1
plan on working another 15 years before retiring . 1
want to learn more and to be able to help others along
the way.

I have been married for 28 years in Aug. to my hus-
band Rick. We have two wonderful children my son

Sz N2 N2 Nz N2 Mz S Sz Se M Se Me s 23 yrs old and works for Target Corp. in Minnesota..

7N 7N 7N 7N 7N

Az Al
7N Make Your Day Bright by Thinking Right 7 (N I was and still am very involved in the community
9:% 3 events and doings. I have coached Little League Base-
a2 Don’t start your day by supposin’ iz ball, coached High School Cheerleaders for 6 years,
7N w bthat trouble is just ahead, 7IN taught Sunday school, was a full time sports mom for
-}:é Us better to stop supposin 3¢ many years. 1 am very active with Kiwanis Club,
and start with a prayer instead

%:é Make it a prayer of thanksgiving 9:% member of the Colfax Rescye Squad as a EMT for- 12
a2 for the wonderful things God has ), years. We belong to the United Methodist Church in
ZIN  wrought 7~ Colfax. '
Az Like the beautiful sunrise and sunset, Az
::: “Gods gifts” that are free not bought- ::: For fun we watch dirt track racing as often as we
7N For what is the use of supposin 7~ can, we like to ride cycle, we play softball and like to
.}’4 that dire things could happen to you alz watch our son pitch on summer baseball team. I like to

(0 And worry about some misfortune ) .
Az that seldom if ever comes true- g walk and wor_k out at the athletlc_: club. _
71N 7N I am looking forward to serving on this board and
%:é But instead of just idle supposin’ ;:é learning all I can to better myself as a steward and be a
2 step forward to meet each new day \l, Strong representative from the Northland District.
7ZIN  Secure in the knowledge God’s near you 7K Thank you for your vote of confidence, and this oppor-
3k to lead you each step of the way- 3I¢ tunity. T am very excited about this and will work very
|,  [orsupposin the worst things willhappen o ' hard at it. Feel free to talk to me about your thoughts
N only helps to make them come true 7K and concerns , be patient with me in this learning proc-
I, Andyou darken the bright, happy moments Wz » D€ P g P.
2K that the dear Lord has given to you i< ess,and I look forward to the next two years working
Az So if you desire to be happy Al with all of you.
7N 7N

‘)K’ Just give up “supposin” the worst things” %’.é all your support for the last 2 years and especially
3 and look for “The best things” instead. Az now! Jill, thanks for nominating me, and thanks to
: ) ) “IN Karen and Chris for your help. I appreciate it very
Sk Helen Steiner Rice L;:é much
%: ¢ Submitted by State Chaplain %: A See you all in Chicago!!!
¢z Ruth Mood )
%N Y %.é
Az alz Nancy Hainstock
N 7N Executive Committeeman

ZN 7N 7N 7N 7K 71N 7N

get rid of the “misery of dread”

Derick is the oldest, he’s 25 yrs old, he just started
Hainstock Construction business. My daughter Shanon

A special Thank You to Roger and Lucy Dobbe for

Az Nz Nz Az Sz Sz Sz Nz az Nz Nz Nz
7N 7\ %.\ 9.? VN AN 9.% ‘3.( N ‘>.\ ‘)g\ 9.\
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