Many Thanks

The state convention ended
several weeks ago and you
will find several recaps of
that event in this issue so I
will not add mine. I do wish
to thank the members of Co-
lumbia County for the excel-
lent job they did this year as
the host county. Without
them and the many carriers
who serve on committees we
could not put on a successful
state convention. You will
see a number of photos in
this issue. Many were taken
by our “unofficial photogra-
pher,” Tom Balza. Thank
you Tom. As you may know
Bill Gordon was unable to
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join us due to a back injury he got at the Min-
neapolis airport. ] want to thank Vilas Smith
for filling in for Bill as he also did for Gus
Baffa last year in swearing in the newly
elected officers. Also Chris Bouche handled
the question box in the absence of Bill
Gordon.

1 want to thank the several hundred of you
who responded to the various solicitations to
Jjoin this association. Membership is the life
blood of any organization. I want to implore
you all to continue to recruit new members. It
is a real possibility that we can seat 34 dele-
gates at the national convention. This would
be an increase of two from last years total.
Send in those dues withholding forms now!
Karen needs them prior to the national con-
vention.

This year we sent out 3250 ballots for election
of national convention delegates. 1024 of you
returned this ballots. Thanks to those who did.
You will find the results in the next column

I am still getting responses for the RCA work
list. I will update this list and your board
members will give it to the POOMs across the
state.

Finally I would like to thank you all for the
vote of confidence that you gave to your state
officers. They are a good group and they rep-
resent you well. Together we hope to always
do the right thing to continue to earn your
trust.

Bill Jarzombeck
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I would just like to take a moment of your time to say
thanks, to all of you who supported me in my bid to
be a delegate to the national convention. I can assure
you that I take this duty very seriously and I will
weigh all the issues presented to the delegation care-
fully before [ cast my vote.

I know one of the issues that will be before us is
whether to retain our current leadership. It is my be-
lief that our national officers had nothing to gain by
not presenting our case to the arbitrator in the best
way possible. I also feel many of our current leaders
have been away from the everyday job of carrying
mail, and that they no longer understand what we do
on a daily basis.

This is just one of the many issues that will face your
delegation, in Portland this August. Please make your
concerns known to your elected delegates. Your
views matter. Again, I want to say Thank You very
much for your vote of confidence.

Bob Lueck
Delafield Post Office

E-Mail, bkmlu@netwurx.net

2002 Wisconsin Dells State Convention — Junior Contests

Ages 6-8 (Poster) — School is cool!
1* Place - Jared Pfeifer

2™ Place - Paul Krombos
3" Place -Emily Sonnenburg
Honorable mention — Alyssa Wapneski

Ages 9-11 (Poster) — America The Beautiful
1* Place ~Tayler Pfeifer

2™ Place — Carissa Lee Krause

Ages 12-14 (Poster) — Don’t be Blind to Diabetes
1* Place — Brittany Krombos

2" Place — Peter Rasmussen

3" Place — Rachel Rasmussen

Ages 15-17 (Essay) - Don’tbe a Drop-Qut Education is Impor-

tant
1* Place — Whitney Pfeifer
2™ Place — Michael Rasmussen

Ages 18-20 (Essay) — Why Freedom is Important to me
1* Place — Nadine Rasmussen
2™ Place — Linda Rasmussen
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$500.00 — Active WRLCA Junior Scholarship
Amanda Laedtke, Winneconne

$350.00 — Auxiliary Scholarships
Kathleen Adams, LaCrosse
Robert Bohnert, Mauston
Sara Gehrke, Green Bay
Kristina Goodman, Neenah
Jennifer Hake, Oconomowoc
Daphne Koch, Waupun
Crystal Konik, Manitowoc
Andrew Lind, Pine River
Sarah Lind, Pine River

Josh Nowak, Edgar

Renae Resch, Birnamwood
Sarah Rudzinski, Bonduel
Darcie Schmitt, Sheboygan

$200.00 scholarships:

(from 2000 national convention-Madison)
Kathleen Adams

Sara Gehrke
Kristina Goodman 1
Jennifer Hake

Crystal Konik ﬂ

$100 scholarships to:

(Given by Nola Hein in memory of Jim Hein)
Crystal Konik

Sarah Rudzinski

Darcie Schmitt




The Mutual Exchange

We have all seen requests for mutual ex-

~ changes in the National Rural letter carrier and

wondered, “how does a mutual exchange
work”? I have wondered over my career what
it would be like to drive five miles to work
rather than the twelve to twenty to forty-five
that has been the custom.

Moving close to Sullivan Wi last year
made my commute farther to Cambridge and [
wanted to shorten it. I sent two letters to the
two carriers in the Sullivan office. One of the
carriers was an RCA and the other lived in
Edgerton and she was commuting forty miles
to Sullivan every day. Edgerton is only fifiteen
miles from Cambridge so she also had an in-
terest. We both submitted letters to our Post-
masters that we wanted to make a switch.
Along with that we signed a Mutual Ex-
change Request Form M-117. The signing
of the form by all parties (both carriers and
postmasters), is binding unless all agree to
void. One potential drawback to this is that the
carriers involved in the exchange may not nec-
essarily get the route of the other involved car-
rier.
After the transfer, within a reasonable
time, both routes will be posted so other carri-
ers within the office can bid on the route. So
there is a chance that the carriers may end up
with what is considered to be the least desir-
able route in the office. I have discovered that
many mutual transfers that occur are due to
carriers desiring to get closer to loved ones or
relocating for climate and health reasons. Usu-
ally the carriers are grateful to remain in the
employ of the USPS and size or make-up of
the remaining residual route is secondary. Ac-
cording to Article 12.4.A.4 mutual exchanges
within an office are prohibited. Jim Polk

BREAKFAST

DATE: TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2002

TIME: 7:00 A.M.

PLACE: HOLIDAY INN BY THE BAY
88 SPRING STREET
PORTLAND, MAINE

A Wisconsin tradition continues this year. We will
host a breakfast on Tuesday, August 6, 2002. We can
join together to kick off the convention at the Holiday
Inn By The Bay. Our National Officers, as well as can-
didates for National Office are invited to be with us. The
breakfast is complimentary for WIRLCA and auxiliary
members. It is paid for from the Convention 2000 fund.
Anyone else that would like to join us may do so by
sending a check for $11.00. If you are reserving for com-
plimentary breakfasts, you may reserve by email to
Ischmidt@athenet.net. Please put ‘Breakfast Reserva-
tion” in subject line. EVERYONE MUST RESERVE
by July 20, 2002, so we have an accurate count.

PLEASE RESERVE

NAME

ADDRESS

NUMBER ATTENDING

PHONE NUMBER ( ) -

MONEY ENCLOSED, IF APPLICABLE

Send reservation to... ...
Martha (Marty) Schmidt
7088 Old 57
Greenleaf, WI 54126




Pre-Convention Meeting —Saturday, June 8, 2002 -
Wisconsin Dells Raintree Resort

Meeting called to order by President Bill Jarzom-
beck at 9:30 am. All Board members and state
steward were present.

Bill Foley presented a Constitution and By-Law
change regarding audits. It was decided to send it to
the committee. Karen presented changes regarding
payment for National Delegates, auxiliary dues re-
funds and added duties of the Secretary/Treasurer.
Chris submitted a change to the number of Assistant
state stewards. The guidelines for the counties were
also presented. All changes were discussed and
sent on to the Constitution and By-Laws committee.

Resolutions that were received by the secretary were
discussed and passed on to committee. The duties
of both the Constitution and By-Law 'committee and
the Resolution committee were discussed.

President Bill suggested that the association pay for
the Wisconsin Breakfast at the National Cor}vention
in Portland ME. The monies would come from the
WI 2000 convention. It was decided that all asso-
ciation and auxiliary members attending the break-
fast would have their meal paid for. Marty is con-
tacting the Holiday Inn by the Bay and will obtain a
final price quote. The breakfast will be at 7 am on
Tuesday, the first day of convention.

Meeting adjourned at noon and reconvened at 1:30
pm.

President Bill announced that the deadline for arti-
cles in the next Newsletter would be June 20, A
spouse of a deceased carrier to continue receiving
the state newsletter received a request. It was de-
cided that for a $5 a year donation to the associa-
tion, we would continue to send the Newsletter.

NARFE—-National Association of Retired Federal
Employees will be setting up a booth by the meeting
room entrance. A representative will also speak to
the body.

Karen presented the last year’s budget along with a
Balance Sheet and Statement of Activities Report.
The budget shows both income and expenses and it
was felt that the delegates should be budgeting for
both. Each report and listed items were discussed.
It was decided to publish the ongoing information
quarterly in our state Newsletter. Our proposal for

the upcoming year will be given to the budget com- Page 4

mittee.

The state Parliamentarian presented a bill for attending a
training seminar. Marty made a motion, seconded by Bill
Foley to accept and pay said voucher.

President Bill has compiled a ‘sub work list” from RCAs m
that responded to his request in the last newsletter. This ~
information will be passed on to POOMs in the respected
areas. Any RCAs wishing to be included on the list should
contact Bill J.

The board decided that President Bill should not sit alone
at the head table during the convention proceedings and
therefore will also sit at the head table when their schedule
permits.

Karen reported on the membership drive. We did not meet
our goal set at the Spring Conference. On Sunday we will
award three $50 cash prizes and one $100 award. All to-
gether we had 259 new members join this past year!

Louise made a motion seconded by Marty that the associa-
tion presents our guest speakers with a convention T-Shirt.
Carried.

Tom reported on the survey that was taken at the spring
conference. Most of those that responded did not care to
have management people speak on Saturday. Also, name-
tags were suggested. These and other comments will be
taken into consideration.

Our Fall Conference is set for October 5 & 6, 2002 at the
Holiday Inn in Stevens Point.

In a motion made by Jim P and seconded by Louise, the
meeting was adjourned at 4:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Schauer, WI RLCA Sec/Treas




Post-Convention Meeting —Tuesday, June 11,
2002 ~Wisconsin Dells RainTree Resort

Meeting called to order by President Bill Jarzom-
beck at 1:20 p.m. Officers present were Vice Presi-
dent Jim P Secretary/Treasurer Karen Schauer
and Committeeman Marty Schmidt, Louise Gonia,
Tom Bittner and Bill Foley.

State steward application were reviewed and dis-
cussed. A motion was made by Karen and seconded
by Bill Foley to rehire Chris Bouche as our full-time
State Steward. Chris was asked to join the meeting.
An employment agreement was discussed with Chris
and Chris signed the contract. Welcome! Office
hours will be published in every issue of our state
Newsletter. Chris will provide his monthly schedule
to all board members.

Columbia County, host of the convention, met with
us to discuss the pros and con’s of the just com-
pleted convention. Concerns were raised about
delegates not pre-registering and not knowing to
also check in with the credentials committee. A sug-
gestion was made to recycle the names tags for fu-
ture meetings. The board agreed to reimburse the
county for the audio-visuals used during the conven-
tion. Columbia County will submit a final report
within 30 days. Thank you to Columbia County for
putting on a very enjoyable convention.

Board appointments will remain the same. Chris
appointed Karen as Sr. Assistant Steward and Bill
DeNucci will be appointed as an Assistant State
Steward in the Northland District to help Karen out
with the increased workload. Chris rotates off the
DIJSC in September and Bill Foley will be his re-
placement.

The Wisconsin Breakfast was discussed. The meal
will be free to all association and auxiliary members
that send in reservations. Children and guests of
members will be asked to pay. Bill will invite the
National Officers, OWCP representative and the Na-
tional Health Plan representative. Jim Polk will in-
vite all other candidates for National office.

Fall Conference is set for October 5% & 6™ in Stev-
ens Point. The Spring Conference will be held in
Wisconsin Dells on March 29" & 30" of 2003.
Marty will contact several hotels in the area to get
the best price. Additional local steward training will
be on the agenda for the Fall Board meeting.

Newsletter articles are due June 20™. Various article topics
were discussed. A motion was made by Tom, and seconded
by Louise to allot $1500 for computer equipment for the sec-
retary. Louise will look into possible door prizes for every-
one at the next conferences and state convention.

County meeting assignments were discussed. The assign-
ments will remain the same but board members can mutually
exchange. President Bill suggested that each board member
exchange at least one county meeting this coming year.

In a motion made by Jim and seconded by Tom, meeting
was adjourned at 4 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Schauer, WI RLCA Sec/Treas

CHANGE OF ADDRESSES:
If you have a change of address — please cut the label off of

your NEWSLETTER and send it to Karen Schauer, State
Sec/Treas. 5857 Prill Road, Eau Claire WI 54701-8215.
Include your telephone number.

' THE WINNERS ARE:

Our membership contest ended at the State Convention with
260 new members joining this past year. Three people won

$50. John Davis of Brooklyn, Craig Wood of Madison, and
Bill Foley of St Germain.

Russell Anderson of Scandinavia won the $100 prize. Con-
gratulations all!

MEMBERSHIP as of 6-20-02

Regulars 1456
PTFs 6
Reliefs 765
Retirees 1011
Associates _ 17
Total..... 3239
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