It was quite a party

The 100th National Con-
vention is now history.
You can read the reaction

of several WI attendees in

this issue. They volun-

teered to write a short arti-
cle about their experiences

and they have all done a

wonderful job. Thank you

Etta, Nancy, Louise and
Ann. You’ll find them

- scattered throughout this
issue.

It may be just me but I
was expecting more from
the convention. It is un-

clear to me what direction

Inside this issue:

Fall Conference 3
PAC Report 14
New Members 10
Calendar 1
Classified Ads

Stewards Page i3
Auxiliary News 12
State Chaplain 8

Wisconsin Rural Letter Carriers’ Association

~ WIRLCA

Fall 2003

the delegates gave the na-

tional board in terms of the
issues of our present evalu-
ated compensation system. |
think it was to preserve and
improve it, which will be a

tall order considering the

forces that will be against us.
By this I mean the erosion of
1st class mail because of elec-
tronic bill presentation and
payment and the coming tech-
nology that will automate the
flats and letters in a single
packet that will greatly reduce
the quantity of mail requiring
casing, (that’s about 1/2 of
my evaluation). These bigger
picture ideas were not really
addressed at the convention in

my humble opinion.

Be sure to reserve your room
for the fall conference right
away the deadline is Septem-
ber 15 to get the reduced WI
RLCA rate. Wilbur Wood,
past National President of the
NRLCA now representing the
Atlanta Postal Credit Union

will be our guest. I know

many of you look forward to
Wilbur’s visits with us. I do
not know who the National
Officer will be on Sunday,
but whoever it is I’'m sure that
they will bring a lot of news

and information from the

national office. On Sat-
urday we will do stew-
ard training and infor-
mation that will be of

not just the board or
Karen. We will continue
to face difficult times for
the foreseeable future.

interest and open to both We need to remain

stewards and non-
stewards alike. Hope to
see you all there.

We are entering the sea-
son for County Meet-
ings and the State Board
looks forward to attend-
ing these meetings.
County Secretaries are
reminded that the make
up of the state board has
changed and the person
you thought knew about
your meeting may not.
Please call your as-
signed board member to
confirm your meeting
date!

On the national scene 1
am very proud of the
outstanding job done by
you state secretary/and
you PAC chairman. Be-
cause of their hard work
Wisconsin is among the
leaders in membership
and PAC contributions.
We all need to continue
to recruit new members
for this union. Recruit-
ment is everyone's job

strong and united in the
battles to come. The
president’s Postal Com-
mission has released
their report. There are
many parts of the report
that we find objection-
able. Because the Postal
Service is not thought to
be in a crisis at the mo-
ment Congress is not ex-
pected to move and
postal legislation this
session but we all need to
be ready when the time
comes. Letters will need
to be written, phone calls
made and visits to local
congressional offices un-
dertaken. PAC will be
very important in this
cause. If you have not
contributed yet please
consider it.

Your future and the fu-
ture of the Postal Service
depends on it.

Bill Jarzombeck







